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DOCTOR HEZEKIAH BEARDSLEY*
1748-1790
WALTER R. STEINER
It is a great pleasure to appear before you to speak upon one
whose name you bear in the title of your Society. It is also pleasing
to know that the names of Beardsley and Beaumont, two illustrious
doctors in the history of medicine in Connecticut, are perpetuated
in this State by two groups who are earnest seekers after medical
truth along clinical and historical lines.
The men were widely different in two particulars, for Beaumont
kept everything, which is preserved even to this day, while Beardsley
apparently kept nothing, and the data about him are so scanty that
it is indeed difficult to prepare even a short sketch of him. In fact,
some years ago a distinguished pediatrician wrote me inquiring
about Beardsley and added in his letter, "I suppose Beardsley is
now nothing more than a name." Fortunately, however, I had by
that time written a short sketch of Beardsley for Kelly's American
Medical Biography, and was thus able to satisfy him by referring
him to this sketch.
A second point of difference between the two men deals with
our knowledge of their personal characteristics. We know some-
thing about Beaumont, for Dr. Samuel D. Gross has left this sketch:
"I found Dr. Beaumont an agreeable gentleman, suave and interest-
ing in conversation, with great enthusiasm for his profession, and
admiration for its successful cultivators. The only thing that
marred the pleasure of this and other interviews was his deafness,
which compelled him to use an ear-trumpet, and the listener to raise
his voice to a fatiguing pitch. Dr. Beaumont was a man of small
stature and delicate frame, with a darkish, sallow complexion, im-
parting to him a somewhat unhealthy appearance. He was at the
time fifty-seven years of age, and looked old. An active life,
attended with the many exposures incident to an army career, had
made serious inroads upon a constitution never strong or robust."
Of Beardsley's personal characteristics we know nothing.
Hezekiah Beardsley was born in Stratfield (Bridgeport) in 1748.
He was the son of John and Martha Beardsley of that place. The
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family consisted of seven children, fourbrothers, indudingHezekiah,
and three sisters. Two of the sisters, Lydia Hubbell and Mary
Comstock, he mentioned in his will. The other sister, Saraiah, older
than the two others, must have died, for she had married Isaac Davis,
Beardsley's last partner in the drug business, who appears to have
married again. Her daughter, Sarah, was brought up from infancy
by Doctor and Mrs. Hezekiah Beardsley and is mentioned for a
bequest in Hezekiah Beardsley's will. He had two brothers who
practiced medicine successfully in Windham and in New Haven;
I refer to Doctors Gershom and Ebenezer, both of whom were also
druggists, while the latter in his day had the largest medical practice
in New Haven. There was another brother, Colonel Nehemiah
Beardsley of New Fairfield, who was a Major of militia in the
Revolution, a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1788
and a prominent man in his county. Hezekiah was the youngest
brother.
We know nothing about his preliminary education or where or
with whom he studied medicine. I think it likely he studied medi-
cine in New Haven, where his brother, Ebenezer, who was two
years older, practiced with success and also had a drug store, but it
maybe possible that Waterbury wastheplace where he studied medi-
cine as his brother, Ebenezer, lived there first and practiced there
until about 1779. Possibly Eneas Munson of New Haven taught
him medicine. Timlow, who wrote a History of Southington in
1875, states that in 1784 Beardsley received the honorary degree
of M.D. from Yale, but I do not find his name listed in the Yale
Catalog.
In 1778 he was in Southington, practicing medicine in so far as
his health would permit, and in the account book of one of the
inhabitants, Timothy Lee, we find that something was due the
Doctor here for professional services. He owned and occupied the
house later lived in by Dr. J. S. Barnes, who was a well-known
practitioner in that town. Two years later he removed to Hartford,
and in an advertisement in the Connecticut Courant for May 2 and
May 9, 1780, we find that he and his brother, Ebenezer, advertised
"a well furnished drug shop which lately belonged to Mr. Lynch is
now removed to the shop where Mr. William Jepson formerly kept
his store." It was a few rods north of the Court House. They
wished that "the former customers of the shop, and others, might
continue their favors to flow in the same channel and to assure
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them that no endeavor would be wanting by constant attendance,
diligence and care to merit their confidence and approbation." A
few months later we note that these brothers advertise again in the
Connecticut Courant, and state what drugs they have for sale at
their shops at Hartford and New Haven. But next year Hezekiah
Beardsley appears to have dissolved partnership with his brother in
Hartford, for in an advertisement in the Connecticut Courant for
June 26, 1781, he associated himself with a man named Hopkins.
They "inform their old customers and the publicthere that theyhave
removed their apothecary store to the house of Mr. Charles Cald-
well, situated a few rods east of the Court House." The Hopkins
in the firm Dr. Bronson thinks was Dr. Asa Hopkins, with whom
he considers the Beardsleys to have been doubtless well acquainted
in Waterbury. The name of Asa Hopkins, however, was not found
by Dr. Bronson in the land records of Hartford, but he was a
witness of Beardsley's will when it was executed in Hartford.
Beardsley and Hopkins advertised on sixteen occasions during the
next year. In one of their advertisements they state that they "will
give a generous price for vials clean and unclean at the said store."
They also "thank those that have favored them with their custom."
They flatter themselves that they have sold, and will continue to
sell, their medicines as cheaply as drugs of equal quality can be pur-
chased, despite the fact that some of their preparations are imported
from France.
In 1783 the advertisements of the store in Hartford are found
about sixteen times in the Connecticut Courant. A number of the
advertisements warn the persons who have accounts with them
unsettled of more than six months standing that they had better be
settled within six weeks as a delay will necessitate Beardsley and
Hopkins "to urge it in a disagreeable way." And again they
threaten those who "neglect to settle their accounts seasonably, ante-
cedent to the next Annual Inferior Court, that they may expect
then and there to suffer for their neglect." The partnership was
apparentlydissolved at the end of 1783.
In 1784 he removed to New Haven and in May of that year
became an original member of the New Haven County Medical
Society. He was made at that time a member of the Committee
to take care of the Botanical Garden, but this idea must have failed
for there is no further note about it. In 1787 Beardsley was put
on the Committee of Correspondence, and so continued until his
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death. In that year also he was on the Committee of Examination,
but he did not sign the agreement covering Fees and Consultations,
so I imagine he practiced but little in New Haven. In 1788 an
advertisement appears in the Connecticut Journal for July 16th,
announcing that the pamphlet entitled "Cases and Observations"
could be secured from the printers, from Isaac Beers, or Samuel
Darling, the Secretary of the Society, or from Hezekiah Beardsley.
In the year prior to his death we find a notice in the Connecticut
Journal that the Medical Society of New Haven County will meet
according to adjournment
7Ju Publifted,
And to be Sold by the Printershereof, Mr.
ISAAC BEERS, and by the Subcribers,
Cafes and Obfervations,
by the Medical Society ofNew-Haven County.
rT H[.S Pamphlet contains many ufeful, curious,
miid interefling Commnunications on theNa-
ture and Cure ofDifeafes incident to the Human
Body. SAMUEL DARLING,
lJEZEKIAH BEARDSLEY.
on Wednesday, the first
day of April next, at the
house of Dr. Hezekiah
Beardsley in New Haven
at two o'clock p.m.,
signed Samuel Darling,
Secretary. We know his
house was on the south
side of Chapel Street,
about midway between
Church and Orange
Streets, while his drug store stood next adjoining on the west side
opposite Mr. John Miles' Tavern. The house he bought on
January 28, 1782, of Richard Cutter, giving three hundred pounds
for it and the lot. When he died Eneas Munson was appointed
his eulogist for the Medical Society, and in October of that year
Munson seems to have delivered the address and was invited to
publish the paper, but no trace of this eulogy remains, although a
vote was passed that the paper be recorded.
When he removed to New Haven he, with his brother Ebenezer,
opened a drug store, and in the Connecticut Journal for March 10th
they advertise the importation from London and Amsterdam of a
large and universal assortment of drugs and medicines, part of
which they had already received, and "the remainder now in New
York will come to hand as soon as the sound and harbour are open."
They add that these will be sold for "cash or country produce, in
hand, as cheap as can be obtained from Boston and New York,"
and reproduce this advertisement on three separate occasions. In
the next month they seem to have departed more than ever from
keeping a strictly drug store, and advertise for sale a quantity ofDOCTOR HEZEKIAH BEARDSLEY 371
the best Heart and Club German Steel and add that they have at
retail choice Hyson and Bohea Tea, writing paper, neat fancy metal
buttons, shoe buckles, cinnamon, cloves, nutmegs, mace, oil ofvitriol,
red sandus, madder, sealing wax, waffers, etc. Under N.B. they
declare that they "have a
F U R R S.
A Generousprice will be given by E. and H.
BEARDSLEY, for the following FURRS,
viz. Grey, red and mix'd Fox, Mink, Otter, Sable,
Bear, Mulquafh, Filher, Wild Cat, common ditto,
and Martin.
AM B. Thefknoughtto be Riippe from the a-
nimal asentire as may be, without npping it down
the belly, and then turned infide out, and flufed
with dry hay. 82
quantity of seasoned pine
boards forsale." Sowesee
they branched out in their
sale of different articles.
In the same, and subse-
quent years, they desire a
quantity of fresh gathered
red rose buds or leaves
as well as a canantitv of
beeswax. Other advertisements are also seen in that year, and
during the years following for furs, such as gray, red, and mixed
fox, mink, otter, sable, bear,
musquash, fisher, wildcat and
marten.
The partnership of these
two brothers appears to
have terminated in 1787, and
in 1788 Hezekiah Beardsley
kepthisdrugstorebyhimself,
but in March, 1789, he was
associated with his brother-
in-law, Isaac Davis, and this
arrangement continued until
his death in 1790. Some
months previously Beardsley
had taken his wife to Sa-
vannahforherhealth. While
there he had an attack of
peripneumony, but returned
to New Haven before De-
cember 21, 1789, when the
first codicil to his will was
executed. He diedrf cnn-
Drugs & Medicines.
Beardfley C9 Davis,
' tM *ir Day, reeti-ved & the Ship Hopa, frous
L 0 N D 0 N, :Atar- and general Affortment of
: ~)RVGs and MEDICINES,
,WhCh (as they wreputop for ready Pay) will b*
fold much lower than 4fiual.
Am"o gthefr Medicincs, are. the celebratedz .I1aretdant's Drops,
Eaton's Styptic, and
Harlem OiL.
Coprs, and
alo
Flour ofSulphur fby theBArel orlefi..
Verdgae e cheap by the Quantiy.
Oil of..Vicil
Cochi'eal, and
Red Saunders.
.N. 2. They-will receive in pay, befides Call,, iPo%a.d.Pearlt:AIhie, Final Settlements, and other .pbicSecurites,sadffiftiKias ofCountryProduce. .Credit will be given;wheuie payment can be de- pendedon atthtTime xff*lx 14,c.
sumption on May 10, 1790, at New Haven, being in his forty-second
year. His wife had died on April 25, 1790, at Savannah.YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
In an obituary notice in the Connecticut Journal we read: "He
sustained an irreproachable character through life and died univer-
sally lamented by his acquaintance. Reading and reflection had fur-
nished him with an unusual portion of useful knowledge and those
who knew him best always admired that firmness, accuracy and
strength of mind which rendered him one of the most independent
of men. While in health he had so prepared for this great change
that he met death without surprise or terror." While Bronson says
of him that "He was a man of respectable attainments, of excellent
character and successful in trade."
As he left no children, the greater part of his property, amount-
ing to $10,966.00 was bequeathed to his wife, brothers and sisters,
for he gives all of the household furnishings, kitchen utensils, riding
chaises, horse and horse furniture such as saddles, bridles, etc. to his
wife, and he appoints her his Executrix; while his brother,
Ebenezer, receives all of his wearing apparel; his sister, Lydia
Hubbell, thirty pounds; his brother, Gershom, all of the debts due
Beardsley from his brother; his brother-in-law, Isaac Davis, the
sum of one hundred pounds; and his niece, Sally Davis, fifty pounds
on her attaining the age of eighteen years. His wife receives also
the use and improvement of his whole remaining estate, real and
personal, during her natural life after the payment of his just debts
and the several legacies above mentioned. He gives to his wife
one-half of his remaining estate for her own proper use and behoof
forever, and his brothers, Ebenezer and Gershom, each receive
one-fourth part of the remaining.
In a codicil made in New Haven, as we have seen, he gave his
wife's share if she does not survive him, to his brother-in-law, Isaac
Davis, with the following exceptions, that he shall have the use and
improvement of his whole property and trade only for the term of
eighteen months after Beardsley's death and that of his wife, while
the riding chaise goes to his brother, Ebenezer, and the woman's
saddle to his sister, Lydia Hubbell. He also bequeaths three-
fourths part of his household furniture to Sarah Davis, recommend-
ing her to the care of his brother-in-law, Isaac Davis, to superintend
and complete her education as he and Beardsley's other friends shall
judge most suitable. He also bequeaths to Sarah Davis all of his
wife's wearing apparel, except a gown to each of her sisters, while
the remaining one-fourth part of the furniture he gives equally to
his two sisters-in-law, Rosetta Beardsley and Clarissa Davis. He
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directs that the household furniture and clothing given to said
Sarah Davis be under the care and discretion of Mrs. Laura Allen,
and if said Sarah Davis dies before her marriage, the household
furniture is to be equally divided between Elizabeth's sisters, and
Isaac Davis is to have the furniture and undisturbed possession of
the house, shop, shop furniture, etc. for a term of two years after
the decease of Beardsley and his wife. Finally, he bequeaths fifty
pounds to Sarah Davis, the interest onwhichistobeappliedannually
to her benefit until she marries. In case of Sarah Davis' death, the
fifty pounds, with interest due thereon, is to be divided among the
grandchildren of his late sister, Mary Comstock. Mrs. Laura Allen,
who seems to have been a servant, is bequeathed the sum of ten
pounds, and his brother, Ebenezer, and Isaac Davis, his brother-in-
law, are named his Executors.
Beardsley died, as we have seen, on May 10, 1790, and on
April 27 of that year he makes a second codicil, which is to see that
his brothers, Ebenezer and Gershom, have the use immediately
upon his death of what he has bequeathed to them, except the house
and homestead, which he gives to his wife for her natural life.
Nehemiah Beardsley, another brother, is given his beaver hat as a
token of his affection. On June 2, 1790, from the Connecticut
Journal we note that the Executors of the will, Ebenezer Beardsley
and Isaac Davis, grant six months from date for allowed creditors
to bring their claims against the Estate.
Beardsley's chief claim to fame occurred in April, 1788, when
he reported before the New Haven County Medical Society a "Case
of a schirrhus in the Pylorus of an infant", which he described
clearlyandaccurately, as Dr. Osler has written when Osler reprinted
the case from "Cases and Observations" in the Archives of Pediatrics
for 1903. In this dassic description of the disease, he wrote that
he attended the patient for three years at Southington, and when at
the age of five death closed the painful and melancholy scene, he
was fortunate enough to obtain an autopsy and discover the cause of
the "constant puking" during the first week of life of the patient,
as well as the small feces which it passed and the leanness and
wizened appearance of the child. For he found it was due to a
"schirrosity" in the pylorus, months before the child's death, and not
due to a deficiency of the bile and gastric juice, together with a
morbid relaxation of the stomach, which was his previous ante-
mortem diagnosis. He did not observe during the course of treat-
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ment the visible peristalsis of the intestines, as well as the palpable
tumor, which are so commonly found, but he noted the other signs
and symptoms. Unfortunately, Beardsley did not know of the
child's death until two days after it occurred, so "at this late period
the almost intolerable stench, and the impatience of the people who
had collected for the funeral prevented so thorough an examination
of the body, as might otherwise have been made." At this autopsy
Beardsley noted that the stomach was unusually large and distended,
and "that the pylorus was invested with a hard, compact substance or
schirrosity, which so completely obstructed the passage into the duo-
denum as to admit with the greatest difficulty the finest fluid."
This case was long considered the first on record of this interest-
ing condition, but subsequently others have been discovered. In
1918 Foote added an earlier one, and Still and Caulfield have added
two more of still earlier dates. These were reported by George
Armstrong in 1777, Christopher Weber in 1758, and Patrick Blair
in 1717. Beardsley's case, however, was the first one reported in
this country.
Some weeks ago I endeavored to find his monument and that of
his wife. I understood from Bronson's writings that it was in the
northwestern section of the Grove Street cemetery, but although
I searched the tombstones taken from the green arranged alphabeti-
cally against the stone wall of the cemetery, I was unsuccessful in
my quest. It is to be hoped that further study will bring to light
additional facts about this early practitioner of Connecticut.
(In preparing this paper my sister and I have searched the files of the Con-
necticut Courant and the Connecticut Journal for itemns relative to Beardsley. I
have also referred to Bronson's Medical History and Biography, which appeared in
The Papers of the New Haven Colony Historica Society, vol. II, and to a former
sketch of mine on Beardsley. To Mr. George S. Godard I am indebted for a
photostat copy of Beardsley's will, which is on file at the State Library in Hartford.)
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